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R he most vital aspect of
¢ gzll the Arunachal dams
:““ 1S the water release
&4 mechanism from the
dams and this has been cloaked in
Secrecy under the guise of the Run
of Lh.e River (RoR) schemes, giving
the impression that whatever is
flowing in any river in the lean
months is also flowing out through
the turbines with no ecological dam-
age to the downstream of the dam.
Nothing is further from the truth.
For the Lower Subansiri Hydro

benefits from a hydel project and
towards the ecology and the ripari-
an people, is further highlighted
when we take into account the fact
that for the LSHEP, the MoEF fixed
an Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) for the project, only up
to 10 km downstream of the dam,
whereas 20 km downstream of the
dam is home to the Gangetic dol-
phins, in red card list of endangered
species of the IUCN since 2002. The
10 km downstream of

sxgning of MoUs, making mandato-
Iy environment and forest clearanc-
€S as mere formalities. Legality of
the Act |§self certainly needs seri-
ous scrutiny,

: All the river projects in the Lo-
hit, .Dibang, Siang and the Subansiri
basins are hydro pPower projects as
per the Hydro Power Act 2008. As
per the Government’s version,
these are all ReR schemes where
water is proposed to be held up in
the dams for 18-20 hours. Some of
these projects are storage-based

the dam is also the limit
for the EIA for the
Demwe Lower and oth-

Electric Project (LSHEP), the Min-
istry of Environment & Forest

Rs 24 crore or so was
completed even before
the receipt of the EC.
The NHPC, the execu-
tive arm of the Govern-
ment of India (Gol),
knew that the mandatory clearanc-
es are mere formalities and that
they will obtain the EC in due
course as a matter of formality
only! For all the Arunachal dams,
the same concept of ‘power at any
cost’ is being followed. :
The Hydro Power Act 2008 1s an
example of the Government’s mind-
set. It allows the developers to de-
velop only ‘hydro power projects’,
in exclusion of any other benefits as
envisaged in the National Water
Policy 2005 and the Brahmaputra
Board Act. As per this Act, the Gov-
ernment takes money upfront on

simply tantamount to killing of the
river, its biota including the dolphins
and the lifeblood of the riparian peo-
ple. In the four peak hours, it is pro-
posed to release 2579 cumec of
water by running eight turbines
making the average for 24 hours of
inflow and outflow the same in pa-
per and for which it is being pro-
jected as a RoR scheme! )
For the Demwe Lower (Lohit
l Lower) project near the Parasuram
Kunda, RTI information reveals that
1 only 10% of the average lean water
flow will be released during the day
time which will be a mere 33 cumec
or so when the project will be “off
grid’ and flood will be cx"eated in the
evening peak hour period.
This mindset of the Government
for the power-only projects in Aru-
nachal, in total disregard to other
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The Hydro Power Act 2008

as envisaged in the National
Water Policy 2005 and the
Brahmaputra Board Act.
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projects and have some extra stor-
age capacity only to keep the RoR
projects functioning. The additional
storage is not for flood control or
any other benefits. Only the dam
over Dibang at Munali, about 43 km
from Roing, is termed as the Dxbang
Multipurpose Project, which is, in
fact, a misnomer because only ben-
efit, apart from power generation,
is some moderation of flood only up
to the confluence of the Lohit, 63
km downstream of the project. The
name Dibang Mullt‘ipurpose Project
is a mere eyewash. .
Now, after eight years of starting
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ams: catastrophe in making

-the wqu of the LSHEP, the NHPC
1S saying that it will release 220-
250 cumec of water by keeping one
turbine running! But the fact is that
the power house is located down-
stream of the dam and releasing
water through a turbine in the pow-
er house will ensure that the river
1S totally dry in the downstream of
the dam. Also, while dealing with
nature, we need to project for cen-
turies not decades. Who can guar-
antee that one turbine would be kept
running continuously for 100-200
years? A few hours of
closer will lead to the
annihilation of the biota

(l.\IoEF ) has_choseu toreleaseonly er projects. is an example of the . gtc’);gﬁ;:svrlixﬁl::ll?d::’z
:(;\n :‘!;1:1«:;]0(!: \l\c;aat;aarnis p(eé g;efEn\;g In el(.jSI*H‘ZP. l;v(f)rk \Zss Government’s mindset. It allows  National Aquatic Animal
e or started even before the in the first schedule of the
hours of the day when the project receipt of the EC by the the developers tO. develOp On'y Wildlife (Protection) Act
\;;ill t[))_c off grid_.bthat is r;ot\]vatBen to IgHgC Ltd and as per the 'hydro power projects’, in 1972, and must be pro-
the biggest tmbutary of the Brah- AG report and local . . tected by law.
maputra in the lean months. It is knowledge, work worth exclusion of any other benefits Today as per-the Gov-

ernment’s scheme of
things, the riparian peo-
ple in Arunachal and As-
sam are not only de-
prived of any benefits ac-
cruing to them as per the
National Water Policy and Brah-
maputra Board Act from the hydro
electric projects under implemen-
tation but will also lose what they
have — flowing, pulsating, biodiverse
rivers that give them livelihood and
a lifestyle. All the rivers will be
killed because practically no water
will be released in the day time con-
stituting what may be termed asa
total travesty of environmental jus-
tice by our own Govt.

It t:ese dams are completed and
commissioned after one or two dec-
ades as per the water release mech-
anism as has been proposed by the
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MOoEF, one will be able to walk
across the Lohit, Dibang, Siang arig
the Subansiri in Arunachal and the
Brahmaputra near Dibru-Saikhowa
in Assam in the day time and facea
tidal wave and massive flood at might
when over a thousand turbines
be turned on in the rivers of Arg-
nachal which will sweep away wild-
life, human habitations and ey
thing iniits paths. The fate of Majuli
and other ecological and environ-
mental disasters are incomprehen-
sible. The first causality of thg
Demwe Lower in river Lohit i
be the Dibru-Saikhowa National
Park and the Parashuram Kunda, the
holy pilgrimage of Hindus, as prac-
tically no water will be released by
the Demwe Lower dam in Lohit in
the daytime in the lean months.
Arunachal 1s one of the 34 eco-
logically diverse terrestrial hotspot
regions of the world and the envi-
ronmentalists world over need to
wake up to stop the mayhem in the
making in Arunachal and consé-
quently in Assam. “u
For the people of this region; it
simply will be a battle for eventis-
al survival. The issue of big dams
in a highly seismic and fragile zone
is a matter of grave concern. What
is needed is a proper cumulative
impact study of all the four basins
of Arunachal. The release of ‘sus-
tenance water' in the winter
months automatically without hu-
man control which also must be
the normal average winter ﬁo_w
of a river 1S a Sacrosanct response-
bility of the Government for all
these projects. Thereis more um
enough water in all these rivers
for the generation of paweras'_vq
as sustenance of the river and su
tainable development.




